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Course Description 

This course is an overview of international relations in the East Asian 

region. The central theme of this course is to estimate whether the region 

can move forward toward peace and common prosperity or into a more 

conflicted and uncertain situation in international political and economic 

relations. In the first part of this course, to understand East Asian 

international relations, basic knowledge of the core concepts and theories 

of international relations is acquired, and the possibility of reconstructing 

these into theories considering the unique characteristics of East Asia is 

reviewed. The second part examines the causes and expected effects of 

US-China competition, which can be said to be the foremost factor in 

the current dynamics of international relations in East Asia from the 

security and international economic perspectives. Economic security 

issues, China’s Belt and Road, and the United States Indo-Pacific strategy 

will be addressed here. The third part studies the North Korean nuclear 

issue, Korea-Japan, Korea-China, and China-Japan relations. Controversial 

territorial disputes and historical issues significantly affecting these 

countries’ relationships are also covered. The fourth part examines the 

situation and prospects of economic integration in East Asia and the 

Pacific region, including Southeast Asia. Finally, to evaluate the status of 

East Asia in the world and to predict the future, the challenges that East 

Asia will face and the prospects for solving or overcoming them will be 

discussed.  

Course Objective 

Students acquire basic knowledge and theories on international relations 

in East Asia and develop critical thinking skills regarding the region's 

security, diplomacy, and economic relations. 

Prerequisite - None



 

Materials/Textbooks 

Huang, Xiaoming. International Relations of East Asia. London: Springer, 

2020. 

Hayes, Peter, & Moon, Chung-In. The Future of Asia. Singapore: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2018. 

Kim, Mikyoung. Routledge Handbook of Memory and Reconciliation in 

East Asia. Abingdon, OX: Routledge, 2016. 

Evaluation 

Attendance 20 % Quiz % 

Assignment 15 % Mid-term Exam 30 % 

Presentation % Final Exam 30 % 

Group Project % Participation 5 % 

Etc. 

Evaluation Item Ratio 

 % 

 % 

Daily  

Lecture Plan 

Week 

1 

Day 1 Course Introduction and Introduction to Key Concepts in International 

Relations 

Day 2 Theorizing International Relations in East Asia 

Day 3 Historical International Orders in East Asia 

Day 4 Developments in International Relations in Northeast Asia During & after 

the Cold War 

Week 

2 

Day 1 The Rise of China and One Belt One Road  

Day 2 US Indo-Pacific Strategy and the Sub-strategy (QUAD)  

Day 3 US-China Competition and Economic Security 

 Understanding the North Korean nuclear issue and seeking solutions  

Day 4 Mid-term Exam 

Week 

3 

Day 1 Relations between the Two Koreas and North Korea’s Nuclear Issue 

Day 2 South Korea’s Foreign Policy Toward the Indo-Pacific 

Day 3 Japan’s Foreign Policy Toward the Indo-Pacific 

Day 4 Current Status and Prospects of East Asian Economic Integration 

Week 

4 

Day 1 Controversial Issues: Territorial Issues, Taiwan Issues, and Historical 

Memory and Reconciliation  

Day 2 Futures of IREA 

Day 3 Final-term Exam 

Day 4 Graduation 
 


